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A Poem: Still We Continue to Rise
by Dr. Lisa Raufman, President

		  In ’46 a promise grew — to heal, to help, to follow through. 
From WWII refugees who found new light, to children guided toward what’s right.

Through every decade, hearts stayed strong: a friendly visit, a lifted song, a voter helped, a senior fed, a 
frightened family safely led; and side by side in collaboration, we helped shape the path to JFCS’s creation.

We fought for safety, love, and peace, for violence in homes to cease. 
We welcomed Afghan newcomers with grace and helped each child and adult find their place.

From HugPacks filled with school supplies, to care that helps young spirits rise, 
each foster child is gently shown they matter, and they’re not alone.

From postcards sent to Get Out the Vote, to fighting hard for equal pay and equal rights we wrote,
 to Comfort Kits for those in need of reproductive healthcare, and grateful notes for all who serve them there.

This Council’s work, decade by decade, is justice lived and courage made.
 A legacy that still extends, built by many hearts and hands.

And still today our voices rise — for equity in every line of law and life that shapes our days. 
NCJW continues to lead the way.

As ever,
Lisa

(Click to enlarge for easier reading)
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